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Napoleon. At heart lie yearned for continued har-
mony with his son-in-law, and in no way desired a
restoration of the Bourbons to the throne of France.
The memory of many centuries of rivalry between
the Bourbons and the House of Austria was always
fresh. The Emperor Francis, we are convinced,
sincerely desired the consolidation of the new French
dynasty; but this desire did not go so far as to sac-
rifice to its sovereign the essential interests of his
monarchy. At any rate, at the end of 1812, he was
perhaps, of all the Austrian^, the one least hostile to
Napoleon. When at this decisive hour he wished
to inspire his sou4n-law with ideas of moderation
and wisdom, he was not false to him: he loyally
sought the best means of saving him*

Count Otto thus spoke of this monarch in his
despatch of December 28, 1812: "The Count of
Sickingen said to me, 4 After the interests of his own
country, the Emperor has nothing nearer his heart
than to see the French government and the aiew
dynasty establish itself. He fears that the distraC"*
tions aud the ever-renewing wars may not leave the
Emperor Napoleon time enough to finish hits work.
He is afraid for his* daughter aud for his grandson,
whom he loves much* Ilk uneasiness has affected
his health* The intrigues of malcontents torment
him without moving him. It is desirable that the
Emperor Napoleon write to him often* to strengthen
the confidence with which he inspired him at Dies*
den. You cannot think how great a& influence a